The slave does not remain in the house
forever; the son remains forever. So if the
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

ohn 8:35-36
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation with confidence in the Words of
our Lord Jesus, who gives not only bread and wine but his true body and blood to eat
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with
one another. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to
their great harm (1Cor 11:27-29). Reception of Holy Communion here at Concordia is
a public confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar. Those who are not yet
baptized, instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive
the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We stand.
OPENING HYMN “Thy Strong Word” 578
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1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness; At Thy

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, Dark  as
3 Thy strong Word be - speaks us righ - teous; Bright with
5 Give us lips to sing Thy glo - ry, Tongues Thy
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speak - ing it was  done. For cre - at - ed
night and deep as death, Broke the light  of
Thine own ho - 1i - ness, Glo - rious now, we
mer - cy to pro - claim, Throats  that shout  the
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light we thank Thee, While  Thine or - dered sea - sons run.
Thy sal - va - tion, Breathed Thine own life - breath-ing breath.
press toward glo - ry, And our lives our hopes con - fess.
hope that  fills us, Mouths to speak Thy ho - ly name.
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Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ial Praise to
Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - 1lu - ia! Praise to
Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - 1lu - ial May the
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Thee who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
Thee  who light  dost send! Al - le - lIu - ia,
Thee who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
light which Thou  dost send Fill' our songs with
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al -le - lu - ial Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
al -le - Iu - ial Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - 1al Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ias, Al - le - lu - ias with - out end!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES John 8:31-32
P Jesus said, “If you abide in My word,
C you are truly My disciples,

P and you will know the truth,
C and the truth will set you free.”

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION John 8:36
P With humble hearts, let us approach our Father’s throne of grace.

Silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior
P Together, we pray:



C Gracious Father, because our entire lives are to be ones of
repentance, we bow before You and confess our sins. We have
turned away from the truth of Your Word, choosing to go our
own way. By what we have thought, by what we have done,
and by what we have failed to do, we have broken Your
commands and are deserving of Your wrath and punishment.
By the mercy of Christ, Your Son, set us free from our
captivity. Enable us by Your Holy Spirit to live under You in
Your kingdom and to serve You in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness. Amen.

P Just as Christ is risen from the dead, He lives and reigns to all
eternity! It is most certainly true that He died and rose again for
you to make you right with God, to adopt you as children of the
heavenly Father, and to set you free from sin and death. As a
called and ordained servant of the Word, | therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P “So if the Son sets you free,
C you will be free indeed!”

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your
faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect
and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all
enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

We sit.



FIRST READING Revelation 14:6-7

Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language
and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory,
because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made
heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified

in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law?
By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is
justified by faith apart from works of the law.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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We stand.
GOSPEL CANTICLE “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing” 584
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hid - den grain, Dai - ly in our hearts in - creas - ing,
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Scat - tered on the wind a - broad. Let not hearts, Your
Bear - ing fruit that  shall re - main. So in  Scrip - ture,
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Word re - ceiv-ing, Like a bar-ren field be found, Choked with
song, and sto - ry, Sav - ior, may Your voice be heard. Till our
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thorns and un - be - liev - ing, Shal-low earth or ston - y ground.
eyes be - hold Your glo - ry Give us ears to hear Your Word.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222

HoLY GOSPEL John 8:31-36
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8" chapter.
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C Gloryto You, O Lord.

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth
will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and
have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, “You will become
free’?”

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin
is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son
remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 656
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1A might - y for - tress is our God,
2 With  might of  ours can naught be done,
3 Though dev - ils all the  world should fill,
4 The Word  they  still shall let re - main
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Nor an - vy thanks have for it;
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But for us fights the val - iant One,
We  trem - ble not, we fear no ill;
He’s by our side up - on the plain
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Whom God Him - self e - lect - ed.
They shall not 0 - Ver - pow'’r us.
With His good  gifts and Spir - it.
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The old e . vil foe Now  means
Ask  ye, Who is  this? Je - sus
This  world’s prince may still Scowl fierce
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tle word can fell him
0 ours re - main - eth.
Tune and text: Public domain
We sit.
SERMON “Exactly How Many?”  Pastor Michael Geml
We stand.

NICENE CREED
C | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
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who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
c We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With joyful
hearts, we receive the truth that sets us free.

C We are free to know You, free to worship You, and free to
abide in Your Word!



P Unite us as one in the body and blood of our Savior that we live in
the freedom we have come to know and have found in Christ
alone. To You, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C and also with you.

We sit.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “By Grace I’m Saved” 566
i@'é‘i.;id:}.]g*ua4 e ——
) I '

1 By grace I'm saved, grace free and bound-less; My soul, be-lieve and
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to mer - it; Our worksand con - duct
3 By grace God’s Son, our on - ly Sav-ior, Came down to earth to
4 By grace! This ground of faith is cer-tain; As long as God is

doubt it  not. Why stag - ger  at this word of prom -ise?
have no worth. God in His love sent our Re - deem - er,
bear our sin. Was it be - cause of your own mer - it

true, it stands.  What saints have penned by in - spi - ra - tion,

Has Scrip-ture ev - er false-hood taught? No! Then this word must
Christ Je - sus, to this sin - ful earth, His death did for our
That Je - sus died your soul to win? No, it was grace, and
What in His Word our God com-mands, Our faith in what our
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true re - main: By grace you too will life ob - tain.
sins a - tone, And we are saved by  grace a - lone.

grace a - lone, That brought Him from His heav’'n - ly throne.
God has done De - pends on grace— grace through His Son.

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could | help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since | am saved by grace alone.

Tune and text: Public domain

We stand.
PosST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION John 8:31-32, 36; Numbers 6:24-26
P Jesus said, “If you abide in My word,
C you are truly My disciples,

P and you will know the truth,
C and the truth will set you free.

P So if the Son sets you free,
C you will be free indeed.”

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.

C Amen.
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1 The Church’s one foun-da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev-’ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By  her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more

And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion
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With those whose rest is won.
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From heav'n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par-takes one ho - ly food,
Yet saints their watch are keep -ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till with the wvi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
o bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord,save us by Your grace

With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - ry grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the mom of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore wus, May see You face to face.

Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
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